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THE LEGACY
OF KING -
HoOw 1T STILL

CHALLENGES US

April 4th marked the 3s5th
anniversary of the death of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
He was a true
revolutionary, albeit a
nonviolent one, who was
never afraid to speak truth
to power. Today we honor
him with a national
holiday and he is widely
acclaimed as one of the
greatest Americans. But
have we softened his
message, made it more
“acceptable” and palatable
so that his call no longer
seems so revolutionary?
For the next 4 issues, we
will explore the ways King
and his message challenge
us today. Will we accept
the challenge? Will we
continue to be the
builders of his dream?
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35 years before President Bush openly declared
America’s goal in the world fo be its sole
superpower and to enforce that status in the name
of “liberty and democracy,” Dr. King perceived its
coming and came out forcefully against this
expanding sense of the American empire.

President Bush: *The US national security
strategy will be based on a distinctly American
internationalism... While the United States will
constantly strive to enlist the support of the
international community we will not hesitate to
act alone... In the new world we have entered,
the only path to safety is the path of action
[military action]... OQur forces will be strong
enough to dissuade potential adversaries from
pursuing a military build-up in hopes of
surpassing, or equaling, the power of the
United States...” (National Security Strategy
Memorandum, gf2ofo02).

Dr. King: “In the days ahead we must not
consider it unpatriotic to raise certain basic
questions about our national character. We
must begin to ask, ‘Why are there 4o million
poor people in a nation overflowing with such
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unbelievable affluence? Why has our nation
placed itself in the position of being God’s
military agent on earth...? Why have we
substituted the arrogant undertaking of policing
the whole world for the high task of putting
our own house in order?™

Just as the injustice of the Vietnam War

WELCOME TO IP) SHAREHOLDERS AND OTHER FRIENDS ..WITH A NEw Look!

With this special double issue we expand our readership to include the Shareholders of the
Institute for Peace and Justice. Welcome! We are marking this growth with a new look for the
newsletter. We have changed the masthead, revamped the organization of the newsletter, and
generally tried to give it a new flavor. We've even begun to offer the possibility of receiving the
newsletter via email. See the back cover for more info. We hope you like what we’ve done,

























